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Master's Degree Graduation Procedures

Preparatory Procedures
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5 - International Students ( PhD) [[fi#4 5]
Flowchart of the Ph.D. Dissertation Defense Application Process

Time

aemk

Notes

Prerequisite (1)
Academic L
Reech | Qunifing
Comsework . Examination
Ethics \polication
Education )
First and The The
Second fourth beginning of
Year term 5th term

* Maxinmm * Qualifying
course load: Examination
8 credits Application
per Form
semester * Official

Academic
Transenpt
(Complete
Academic
Record)

* Students * Complete 18
are required
encouraged credits (one
to prepare major and
acadenuc two minor
publication fields).

s and
participate
in
academic
conferences
during the
coursework
period

Graduation Process (2)
Candidacy proposal
5th term Gth term

PhD. Candidacy |+ Dissertation

Examination Proposal

Results Defense

Notification Application

Application Form Form

for Dissertation * Recommenda

Adwvisor tion Form for
Dhssertation
Defense
Committes
Members

A student who

applies for PhD.

candidacy

qualification may

not apply for a

leave of absence

during the same

semester. The

Office of

Academic Affairs

will issue the

"Certificate of

Passing the Ph.D.

Candidacy

Qualification

Examination™ in
the 17th week of
the semester.

Graduation Process (3)

Applv for oral

defence

Gth term Time

+ Thesis
Originality
Check

+ Application Form
for Degree
Examination

* Recommendafion
Form for
Dissertation
Defense
Commutteg
Members

+ Declaration Form
for Dissertation
Defense

+ Chinese Degree
Conferral Form

+ Thesis/Dissertation
Similarity Check
Report

* Submit the
publication details
of academic
journal articles or
a certificate of
acceptance for
publication. The
publication nmst
be completed
before graduation
clearance.
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The Institute of International Affairs and Strategic Studies, Tamkang University
Regulations for Applying for Master's Thesis Defense
2025.07.21

1. Length of Study: 1 to 4 years (2 semesters to 8 semesters)

2. Prescribed Credits for Master Degree: 24 credits. Each semester, you can take a maximum of
12 credits.

3. A maximum of 4 credits from courses taken in this institute's master's and doctoral programs or
other departments' (limited to in-service master's programs) courses can be recognized as
graduation credits. Each semester, students are limited to taking one course from other
departments or different academic system (Applicable to students enrolled starting from 2025).

4. Students should finish 18 credits in total (current semester credits & transference are not included)
before attend the qualification exam.

5. The thesis proposal should be published public & being approved by 3 committee members, after
you passed the proposal then you may proceed to thesis oral defense next semester.

6. If your first qualification exam is not passed, you should pass the exam at the semester you apply
your oral defense.

7. Semester during the oral defense, the credits should be limited within 1 course.

8. The suggestion of oral defense committee members should be arranged by advisor & same
member should be limited to 2 oral defense sessions.

9. Students should be attending 2 domestic/international conference per semester (6 in total before
graduation) or published 1 thesis in journal.

10. Students before graduate should published 1 thesis at domestic/international academic
conference or published at journals, otherwise students should participating Graduate Thesis
conference which is hold by GIIASS.

11. Students should finish all online courses of Center for Taiwan Academic Research Ethics
Education & pass “Academic ethics test” online before the end of their first year.

12. Thesis Procedures:

Find an advisor -> Pass the qualification exam -> Deliver the proposal of thesis -~ Apply and

schedule of the final oral defense of thesis -> Pass the final oral defense of thesis

(1)In the 3™ semester, students have to find an advisor to consul your thesis, deliver the proposal
of thesis and pass the qualification exam.

(2) In the end of the 3™ semester, students should have acquired 24 credits.

(3)In the 4™ semester, students have to apply and schedule the oral defense for your thesis.

(4) The oral defense will be held in June or January.

13. For those who take the Chinese language courses (which will be excluded into total credits),
please DO attend those classes, otherwise "Taiwan scholarship applicants" will be affected.

14. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask the office. We will do our best to help

you.
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Master's Degree Graduation Procedures

- Preparatory Procedures Graduation Procedures

Thesis

Thesis

Academic | Advisor Qualification Thesis Title Public Thesis | Oral
Ui Ethics Approval | Examination m Application Bf)lf)el?csaeuon Presentation defense
Remarks | ® Mustbe | ® Advisor | ® Completi | ® Thesis ® Online ® Completio | ® Complete ® Thesis
complet |  Applicati onof18 Proposal Submissi nof24 the Public Original
ed on Form credits Defense on of the credits. Presentation ity
before ® Online Applicatio |  Thesis ® Submit the ofthe Thesis Check
theend Registrati nForm Title required
of the on ® Recomm application
first year endation forms.
Form for ® Complete
Thesis the first
Proposal thesis
Defense plagiarism
Committe check.
e
Members
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The Institute of International Affairs and Strategic Studies, Tamkang

University Regulations for Applying for Doctoral Thesis Defense

- Applicable to new students entering in 2026
2026.04.30

1. Ph.D Program Duration and Credit Requirements:

A
B.

Duration: 2 to 7 years.

Credit requirements: A total of 18 credits (excluding the dissertation) must be

completed, including:

* 1 major (International Relations or Strategic Studies) with 3 courses.

* 2 minors (International Relations, Strategic Studies, National Security and Defense
Affairs, Chinese Military and Cross-Strait Relations, Regional Security and Global
Governance) with 2 courses each.

2. Course Selection Regulations:

A
B.

C.

Each semester, students may enroll in a maximum of 8 credits.

For doctoral programs in other departments and master's programs in this department
(excluding the master's in-service programs), a maximum of 4 credits can be recognized
as graduation credits.

When selecting courses from other departments or different academic systems, students
are limited to one course per semester.

3. Qualification Exam Regulations:

A.

B.
C.
D.

Eligibility to Apply: Must have completed 18 required credits.

Application Period: Every October and March.

Exam Period: Every December and May.

Application Materials:

* One copy of the full-year transcript from the university.

* One copy of the qualification exam application form from the department.

Exam Content:

* One major subject and one minor subject.

» A passing score is 70.

» Ifasubjectis failed, a retake can be applied for after one year, but the examination
field cannot be changed. The retake is limited to one attempt.

Question Setting:

» Questions are set by the instructors of the courses taken in the relevant fields.

» Each instructor provides 2 questions, forming a question bank for candidates to
choose from.

Exam Format:

» Each subject (major and minor) is 3 hours long.

» Candidates must answer 4 questions per subject.
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H.

» Candidates are required to answer four questions for each subject. All answers must
be written on paper.

* During the examination, the use of books, internet resources, or any other reference
materials is prohibited. The use of personal computers or other electronic devices is
also not permitted. The examination venue will be announced separately.

Exam Location: Will be notified to candidates separately.

4. Requirements for obtaining PhD candidacy:

A
B.
C.

Completion of the required 18 credits.
Passing the qualifying examination.
Submission of an application for a thesis advisor.

5. Thesis Outline Review:

A.

It requires a public presentation and the approval of at least three review committee
members.

The review committee members are recommended by the advisor and are essentially the
same members as those for the final doctoral dissertation defense. Only after passing
the thesis outline review can one apply for the doctoral dissertation defense in the

following semester.

6. PhD Dissertation Defense:

A.

Application Requirements:

* Passing the thesis outline review.

» Submitting published academic journal articles or proof of acceptance for publication,
with the requirement to complete the publication before graduation.

Publication Requirements:

» Publishing two academic papers in international relations or strategic studies journals
that have a double-blind peer review system, either domestically or internationally; or

* Publishing one academic paper in such journals and presenting two papers at
academic conferences, either domestically or internationally.

Academic Conference Participation Requirements:

Attend at least two academic conferences per semester, either domestically or

internationally, with a minimum of six conferences attended before graduation.

Academic Research Ethics Education:

» Complete the "Academic Research Ethics Education” course through the Taiwan
Academic Ethics Education Resource Center website and pass the online course test to
obtain a course completion certificate before the end of their first year.

* If the student has already completed a related "Academic Research Ethics Education”
course, they may apply for an exemption by providing proof of course completion
during the first semester of enrollment. Upon approval, the student will be exempt
from taking the course.

7. Other Relevant Regulations:
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Follow the "TKU Regulations on the Examination Process for Graduate Degrees", "TKU

Regulations on the Employment of Supervising Professors to Oversee Graduate Student

Dissertations," and "Tamkang University Implementation Guidelines for Graduate

Students’

Academic Research Ethics Education Courses".

8. This regulation shall be implemented after being approved by the institute's general meeting,

and the same applies to any amendments.

Flowchart of the Ph.D. Dissertation Defense Application Process

- Prerequisite (1) Graduation Process (2) Graduation Process (3)

Contents

Time

Materials
needed

Notes

Coursework

First and
Second
Year

* Maximum
course load:
8 credits
per
semester

* Students
are
encouraged
to prepare
academic
publication
s and
participate
in
academic
conferences
during the
coursework
period

Academic
Research
Ethics
Education
The
fourth
term

Examlnauon
Application

The
beginning of
5th term

Qualifying
Examination
Application
Form
Official
Academic
Transcript
(Complete
Academic
Record)

Complete 18
required
credits (one
major and
two minor
fields).

Admission to Ph.D. | Review thesis
Candidacy proposal

5th term 6th term

* Ph.D. Candidacy |* Dissertation

Examination Proposal

Results Defense

Notification Application
* Application Form Form

* Recommenda
tion Form for
Dissertation
Defense
Committee
Members

for Dissertation
Advisor

* A student who
applies for Ph.D.
candidacy
qualification may
not apply for a
leave of absence
during the same
semester. The
Office of
Academic Affairs
will issue the
"Certificate of
Passing the Ph.D.
Candidacy
Qualification
Examination" in
the 17th week of
the semester.

Apply for oral

defence Oral defense

6th term Time

¢ Thesis
Originality
Check

* Application Form
for Degree
Examination

* Recommendation
Form for
Dissertation
Defense
Committee
Members

* Declaration Form
for Dissertation
Defense

¢ Chinese Degree
Conferral Form

* Thesis/Dissertation
Similarity Check
Report

¢ Submit the
publication details
of academic
journal articles or
a certificate of
acceptance for
publication. The
publication must
be completed
before graduation
clearance.
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Academic Year 2026-2027 Course Table

Al B HE 28 | 25 | ERE
Courses Semester | Credit | Lecturer
Areas System
B PR B8 (5 32 am LR BT 95
Comparative studies of International 1 2 FHRE
Relations Theories
EPREAGEENR o
Seminar on US-China Relations 1 2 SRE
EAERZEBIR oF3=
Critical International Issues Topics on 2 2 BIE=
13t | International trends
ERBEN KL EHE
The U.S. and Indo-Pacific Security 2 2 FAP
IREFRALBEARBETR o3 =
Seminar on the Realism Linage and 2 2 BER
Decision Making Process
REIFETEINZ 2 ) G
Great Powers’ Economic Statecraft
BlFREHEIE o2 % SF=
The Management of International 1 2 %%i
Crises
BlRBUSKTEE o2 5 1 5 Bes
[ Pl £ International Political Economy A
Internation JFE NG YL il 1 5 R
al Relations Digital Transformation of Geopolitics s
B | ERRSHEEH
International Strategic Crisis 1 2 &1
Negotiations
B PR R IE R A B TS
The Theory and Practice of 2 2 SER
International Relation
CH R A B 5 .
Chinese Political Economy 2 2 BmE
Bl R B ERBMEE —
S.T. of International Politics 1 3 S min
ATEENLZZEEEE
SECURITY GOVERNANCE OF 1 3 21t
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
BEN | BREAREERRE
The Rise and Fall of Hegemony and 1 3 B fmE
International Order
SDGs BRRIFE#HZE
Non-Traditional Security in the SDGS 2 3 MR ER
Era
. THEEEREENR g
IR BT . A Disquisition on Strategy Theory 1 2 HEIEE
Strategic E1i N BEENERR
Studies RUIRSE IR ST 1 2 | mEH

Technology, Strategy, and Sustainable
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Development

SN B EARE R

Colloquium on Diplomatic Strategy SENES
and Hermeneutics
SN FHEEBIMR o2k
Contemporary Warfare and Strategic MR
Studies
AT EZHEEZ
Artificial Intelligence Technique and MR
Cyber Security Strategy
BB AP A
The Basic Research of Strategy ARE
Al BN IR R E B
War Game Theory and Practice in the BER
Age of Al
oh 28] B8y i A8 2 e
R History of Chinese Strategic Thoughts R
B B A} 5 B B8 s SR RE AT 5%
Defense Technology and Strategy FEE
Studies
PR EEREESE ok e
History of Western Strategic Thoughts R
BIS B AR, N
Strategic Thought and Technology MR
B B\ TERE
e IStratggic Thinking and Artificial =/TIE
ntelligence
Ch7h BL S B AR AC L2 5E
Selected Readings in Chinese and NAFEE]
Western Strategic Thought
NHEGREBXRZ MR
Civil-Military Relations and National H125 18
Security Studies
Bl X% ZHBUA KRG BEs
Hi Political Economy of National Security
ATESHEXRZZBELENR
The Implications of Artificial s pREx
EES- Intelligence towards National Security FIE
EilE =¥ Strategy
National PEER LR  BCRREER
Security Seminar on China’ s National Security SEE
and Strategy:Policy making and its PR
Defense implementation
Affairs ESSEHEmBEBSERENR
THEL: Revolution of Military Affairs and mWaa1h
) Defense Industries
BB ERBMR o2k WS
Taiwan Strait Defense Security Studies )
RuFE - EREXRLTEHE G ETENE
Seminar on the interactions of East FHRE

Asia Nations National Security
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Strategy within the first island chain

BX%Z = EELLRI S

fE=EYE | A comparative study of Nation 2 3 BER
Security Think Tanks
NSRBI BT 5T
\ Topics in People's Liberation Army 1 2 MR
hHEFHE BEH | Studies in Digital Generation
W E % FRESIERT 5 5 i
Chinese Modernizing Chinese military 251
Military SEBLZEN T
and Cross- fEt3t | Advanced Studies of Taiwan' s 2 2 =
Strait National Defense
Relations hHESHEANKLZE
fEEh | PLA Military Development and Indo- 2 3 mWaa1h
Pacific Security
MR EIGET IR
Regional Security of South and 1 2 MIRE
- Southeast Asia
BHE hxzemmens
Bl zsnm Indo-Pacific Security and Geopolitical 2 2 MILE
A Studies
FHOARE OENRBREHRZE 2%
Regional India’ s Foreign Policy and National 2 2 INE
. Securit
Securityand PE I TEE ,ﬂi T
Global Colonialism and National 2 2 MIRE
Governance Development
e EERE = ERE
Seminar on the United Nations and 1 3 FRH
T International Securit
i Z TR g
Homeland Security and Homeland 1 3 pas gz
Defense Establishments
HERNEBMRAE s
AL Social Science Research Methods 1 2 =X
ot i BEMR A AZHEBMEIF
Eﬂnﬁﬁﬁiﬁ Qualitative Research Methods and 1 2 =y N
Res;arch PE I écader;lic Writing
Method EEHIE A 2 2 | mes
and English Qtfn:cl’txatlve ResetarchﬁMethods
HEREMFT AL RBLRIF
fEEYE | Social Science Research Methods and 1 3 B

Thesis Writing

XU EERPGREEMA R HABER http://esquery.tku.edu.tw/acad/ English Version
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/ B+ Master \

-

FXEE 24 25
24 credits for graduation

/

K B S FrAR 3T

MA credits from the

GIIASS

B0 20 8%

A minimum of 20 elective

cedits

\

~

/

b 7-2

/4%%%@%m~ﬁiﬁ\\

EMBA - Ph.D. credits from
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oft FRIE DT - 131 - 1R
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Up to 4 credits may count

toward graduation
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E ISR R AR

Explanation of Course Requirements for Doctoral Program

[E8 P Bl 1% B AR A 2T
International Relations Strategic studies
(/&2 ) (/BB
(major / sub-majors) (major / sub-majors)
P& PHES BN LZTEFHAE
EAIE:SE: B i = B 14 Regional Security
National security Chinese military and Global
and defense affairs and clros_s—strait Governance
relations e e
(BB R1) 3 (Bl1E<EE)
(sub-majors) (Elis%EE) (sub-majors)
(sub-majors)

— BINEBEFRU2Z7FRR - BIEREXRF 18 REB) (A2WX ) HERE - Hd
B 1 E=EE ( EEREGERER ) 3 FIER - 2 @EEIE ( ERE G - BEME BXZ

T HIEPIER PHESHMFERG  BEHLTHEEIKEE ) F 2R -

The duration of your study must be from 2 to 7 years. The minimum required credits for
graduation: 30 credits (thesis excluded). You should take 3 courses of 1 major (International
Relations or Strategic Studies), 2 courses each for 2 sub-majors (International Relations,
Strategic Studies, National Security and National Defence, PRC Military and Cross-Strait
Relations, and Regional Research)

— - BEHEZEE 8 B - BBIRAELN AR (ASELERIN ) RE -
SEIRZER 4 B REFEDD | EEBMEM - ARBHIZRE - S2H 1 MR -
B 114 BEEAREHMEEN - HERERBPREAIREF KR T 3T ARREERFA
g

The maximum credits for each term is up to 8. A maximum of 4 credits from courses taken in
other departments' doctoral programs or this institute's master's program (excluding the
in-service master's program) can be recognized as graduation credits. Each semester,
students are limited to taking one course from other departments or different academic
system. This applies to new students admitted from the 114th academic year onwards. For
other related applications and regulations, please refer to the “Tamkang University Student
Course Selection Rules.”
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B I ERERAR

Explanation of Course Requirements for Doctoral Program

EXEEZ 1825

18 credits for graduation

o EiRSPTIEITE(ZRE o BIRSFTIELIT ( ARESTEENT ) F12
Ph.D. credits from the GIIASS MA credits from the GIIASS

o fhFTELHIRE

E/M1485 ,
= - Ph.D. credits from other departments

A minimum of 14 elective U ERZHER 4 85
credits Up to 4 credits may count toward

graduation requirement

SNEERL ST EEIE Precautions for foreign students :

O (S T EFEGREN L & BHBM LR HAIBEFEE)  BEEEHANET -
ERERERESE  HERIRE -
Students who select  “Chinese Language Class” must attend the class.
While the course will not count toward required credits for graduation, the

score will count in your total score that may affect your Taiwan scholarship.
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